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BUDGET COMMITTEE
 Minutes
 October 13, 2016
7:00 PM


PRESENT: Steve Londrigan, Emily Reschberger, John Skidmore, Jorge Mesa-Tejada


ABSENT: Bill Keating. Jorge Mesa-Tejada noted that Bill Keating has resigned.


VISITORS: Penny Williams, Tri-Town Times

1.   Call to Order; Pledge of Allegiance
The meeting was called to order by Jorge Mesa-Tejada at 7:00pm in the Selectmen’s Office, Hampstead Town Hall. Emily Reschberger led the Pledge of Allegiance.
2.   Approval of Minutes: May 12, 2016
Motion by Steve Londrigan to approve the minutes as written. Seconded by John Skidmore. 





VOTE: YES: 4 
NO: 0 

ABSTAIN: 0.
3.   Visitors’ comments: None
4.   Discussion: BudCom recognition by School District
Jorge Mesa-Tejada distributed copies of the following documents: the Annual Report of the Town of Hampstead dated January 31, 1926; the handwritten Town warrant dated March 9, 1926; and the Annual Report of the Town of Hampstead dated January 31, 1935.  Jorge Mesa-Tejada discussed the advisory role of the Hampstead Budget Committee; it was established as an advisory committee, not a municipal budget committee. A citizens’ petition warrant article could be proposed on the School District Warrant to formally recognize either the advisory budget committee or to establish its own advisory budget committee. There are deadlines and requirements to be met for a citizen’s petition warrant article. 
5.    Discussion: Town and School budgets
The Town Department Heads presented first drafts of their budgets to Selectmen on October 5, 2016. Most departments presented budgets which essentially stayed flat or showed small adjustments. For the School District budget, the big ticket items discussed are roof replacement and special education costs. Tuition costs to Pinkerton Academy will not be available until December. The School Board has scheduled a budget work session on October 18, 2016 at 7pm at the Hampstead Middle School. There will be three union contracts on the School District Warrant this year: HEA, HASS and HSPA. Jorge Mesa-Tejada proposed that each contract be assigned to a member of the budget committee, who would present to other members the details of the respective contract. The HEA contract was assigned to Emily Reschberger. The HASS contract was assigned to John Skidmore, and Steve Londrigan was assigned to the HSPA contract. 

6.   Discussion: EPA Ms4 form impact
Jorge Mesa-Tejada distributed information from the Rockingham Planning Commission concerning the pending MS4 Permit. New regulations will impact the Town budget, as there are many requirements to be met in order to be in compliance. Discussions on the Town level will be ongoing.
7.   Members comments
Steve Londrigan had no comments at this time. John Skidmore noted that he had been attending the Library Trustees Meetings over the summer and was familiar with their budget proposal. He had also met with the Fire Chief whose budget was also proposed on October 5.  Jorge Mesa-Tejada encouraged anyone who is interested in filling Bill Keating’s seat until March 13, 2017 should contact Selectmen with their intent. 
8.   Next meeting agenda items
Topics include preliminary School budgets and Town budgets. Pinkerton Tuition rates will not be available until mid-December. 
9.   Schedule next meeting date
The next meeting will take place on Thursday, November 10, 2016 at 7pm.
10.  Visitors Comments
None
11.  Adjournment
On a motion by Emily Reschberger, seconded by John Skidmore, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Emily D. Reschberger
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